

Adopted 1/24/17


Introduced by Council Member Hazouri and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Carter, Morgan and Schellenberg:
RESOLUTION 2017-26-A
A RESOLUTION RECOGNIZING AND COMMENDING MANDARIN HIGH SCHOOL TEACHER ALISSA KESTER FOR HER STELLER WORK TEACHING GEOGRAPHY AND BEING AWARDED NATIONAL RECOGNITION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS,
teaching is a noble profession; gifted teachers are a national treasure; and

WHEREAS,
teachers instruct, guide and inspire our young to understand the world around them and to cultivate minds that enable students to adequately prepare for higher education and the pursuit of gratifying livelihoods; and

WHEREAS,
Alissa Kester, the Advanced Placement Human Geography teacher at Mandarin High School, was named a 2016 Geography Teacher Fellow by the American Geographical Society, one of just 50 teachers across the country selected for this honor; and
WHEREAS,
this award recognizes a teacher who by training and temperament has always been dedicated to seeing her students excel. Advanced placement students are exceptional young scholars, our best and brightest, and the fact that they fully grasp the topography of their country and lands beyond and fully understand that the mountain ranges, seas and oceans, arid regions, rain forests and many other facets of geography significantly impact a nation’s or people’s culture, economy, diplomacy, natural resources and more is testimony to Alissa Kester’s exceptional capabilities as a teacher par excellence; and

WHEREAS,
it is imperative that we recognize the invaluable, dedicated service of our public school teachers, for in their hands rests the potential and future of our young people. Teachers give their all to see their students excel and succeed; and
WHEREAS,
Alissa Kester is a teacher who challenges and inspires her students and to be awarded this prestigious professional recognition is an honor that reflects on her dedication, on Mandarin High School, on our school system and on a community that values public education; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City Council hereby recognizes and commends Mandarin High School teacher Alissa Kester for her stellar work teaching geography and on being named a 2016 Geography Teacher Fellow by the American Geographical Society. The Council extends its best wishes to Ms. Kester for continued success in the years ahead.




Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: John J. Jackson, Council Research Division
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